
Captain Robert Bates Retiring from Fire Station 69

By STEVE GALLUZZO

Sports Editor

After 33 years as a City of Los 

Angeles fire fighter—the last 
four and a half at Fire Station 69 in 
the Palisades—Robert Bates will be 
retiring January 31 to begin a new 
and exciting chapter in his life. 

“I started [in the Palisades] when 
they brought our fire engine back,” 
Bates said. “They took it away for 
budget cuts but I came in June 2016 
because they brought it back and I 
had the seniority to be assigned there 
to work. I’ve never worked in an area 
that’s been as nice as the Palisades. 
The guys there have the most senior-
ity and that’s because it’s highly de-

sirable. You put in for a transfer and if 
you’re lucky you get assigned there.”      

Some of Bates’ fondest memories 
of his time in the Palisades are from 
the Fourth of July Parade.    

“I’ve been in the truck on the 
parade route numerous times and 
I’m very blessed to have been at the 
parade a few times,” Bates recalled. 
“The Palisades is a real communi-
ty-based neighborhood. The people 
here love the fire department and 
they do anything they can to support 
us. We have such a great relationship 
with the public. That’s one of the 
things I like most about it.” 

A third-generation fireman, Bates 
remembers going to the fire house to 
visit his grandfather (long since re-

tired) or his uncle and sliding down 
the pole. Once he got to high school 
(he graduated from Crescenta Valley 
High in La Crescenta in 1978), he 
entered the Explorer program and 
was well on his way to embarking on 
what would become his career.     

 “My first three stations during 
my one-year probation were 81, 75 
and 98—all low income neighbor-
hoods in the San Fernando Valley 
(Tacoma, Mission Hills and Arleta),” 
Bates said. “When you start they 
move you around a lot to get expe-

rience working in different areas and 
with different crews.”

 Bates spent the next six years at 
McArthur Park, then at a station in 
Hollywood for one year, then in Sil-
verlake for three a half years before 
returning to Station 98 in Pacoima. 
For three and a half years he also 
served as a special duty safety officer 
at LAFD headquarters in downtown 
LA. 

The most challenging incidents 
he has faced since arriving at Station 
69 are the brush fires.  

    “Because of them being out 
on the bluffs and cliffs you have to 
hike in just to get to the fire,” Bates 
explained. “I haven’t had any fatali-
ties here in the Palisades, but the big 

challenge is trying to get everyone to 
evacuate early. I understand these are 
expensive homes and that you want 
to stay and try to save your house, 
but it’s not worth it to put your life 
at risk.”   

Bates hails from the San Fer-
nando Valley and moved constant-
ly growing up. That prepared him 
well for the life he would lead as a 
fire fighter, where you are relocating 
frequently. Shifts are typically three 
days on, four days off, but Bates has 
been gone as many as 16 days at a 
time.  

For the last 22 years, Bates, now 
60, has lived in Yorba Linda—a lo-

cation he chose because of the blue 
ribbon schools and proximity to the 
beach. 

“I like the beach and I love to 
surf,” he said. “My favorite beach is 
San Onofre but I’ve surfed Will Rog-

ers Beach after work many times. It’s 
fun!”

Bates and his beloved wife Patri-
cia have been married 31 years. He 
has four children—two boys and two 
girls—although despite his efforts 
none of them have followed in their 
father’s footsteps. 

“I was hoping we’d get anoth-

er generation out of it,” Bates said, 
chuckling. “I tried to get them into 
firefighting…   but it was not their 
cup of tea. 

His oldest son Bobby, 33, drives 
heavy equipment for an asphalt com-

pany in Nampa, Idaho (around 20 
miles west of Boise) and has a 5-year-
old son David whom Robert hopes to 
visit more when he retires; his second 
son Brian, 31, is a manager at Trader 
Joe’s in Huntington Beach; his older 
daughter Emily, 30, handles social 
media for PADI (Professional Asso-

ciation of Diving Instructors) and is a 
diver herself. She also enjoys surfing 

with her dad; and 19-year-old Alex-

andria is a student at Santiago Can-

yon College in Orange.   
As one of two captains per shift, 

Bates is in charge of supervising 10 
other individuals, driving the fire en-

gine and is responsible when some-

one gets hurt in the line of duty. 
“After you do it day in and day 

out, you get used to being in emer-
gency situations,” he said. “I’ve seen 
elderly people in distress, decapita-

tions, you name it. You try to learn 
how to deal with it by talking about 
the incident. Especially when you get 
a young child pass away or a bad fire 
or a drive-by shooting. Here, medical 
calls are the most common for sure. 
Probably 90 percent of calls are med-

ical. Fortunately there aren’t as many 
fires in the Palisades.” 

   Faith is a huge part of Bates’ life 
(he and his wife have attended Cal-
vary Community Church in Brea for 
seven years) and will continue to be 
as he transitions into life as a retiree.   

 “I wouldn’t be where I am with-

out the Lord,” Bates said. “I’m bless-

ed to have the career I do and to be 
able to help people. In the next chap-

ter the Lord has another plan, but 
I’ll continue to volunteer cooking at 
my church. Also, I plan to do a lot 
of traveling and, of course, surfing. I 
love to cook. I enjoy making lunch 
or dinner for the guys at the station, 
but you have to be prepared to drop 
everything and go.” 

What will he remember most 
about being captain at Station 69?  

“The thing I’ll remember most is 
how well the support from the com-

munity has been,” Bates said. “I’ve 
never experienced that at any oth-

er district. It takes my breath away. 
That’s what I’m going to take away 
from this experience. Everyone is so 
supportive and so kind. 
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Photos by Rich Schmitt/Staff Photographer

Captain Bates and his wife Patty at the 2018 Friends of griefHaven Heart-
to-Heart Gala in Marina del Rey.

Captain Robert Bates (far right) with the Station 69 crew at the Rotary Club 
Salute to the Firemen at Vittorio Pizzeria in February.

Captain Bates gives local realtor Alexandra Pfeifer and her two daughters an inside 
look of the fire engine at Station 69 on Sunset.        Photo courtesy of Alexandra Pfeifer

Station 69 Captain Robert Bates
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Palisades Lutheran Church
Pastors Walter Mees & R.Z. Meyer

Revive LA Outdoor Praise Service - 11 AM Sundays

Church Court Yard Patio

Online Virtual Service Schedule

Confirmation Class - Tuesdays @ 11AM*

Sunday Service at 10:30*

Communion - 1st & 3rd Sundays*

Faith & Fellowship - Zoom Saturdays*

All are welcome to “Come and See”

15905SunsetBlvd.•310-459-2358•www.plc.cc

Please check our website or call for additional information

Email prayer requests to:  Pastor@plc.cc

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
The Reverend Bruce A. Freeman, Rector

The Reverend Christine Purcell, Associate Rector 

SundayServices:8:00amHolyEucharist,
10:15 am Choral Eucharist

and Children’s Education

Nursery/Toddler Care available

Weekday worship: Wednesdays, 10:00 am 

1031Bienveneda*PacificPalisades*310-454-1358
www.stmatthews.com

SYNAGOGUES
Chabad Jewish Community Campus

A Warm & Welcoming Community For All!

"Judaism Done Joyfully"

Shabbat Shalom!

Rabbi/Rebbitzen Zushe/Zisi Cunin - Co Directors

Rabbi Sholom & Nechama Diskin - Youth

Rabbi Yossi & Dassy Eilfort - Teens

ChanaHertzberg-EarlyChildhoodCenter/www.PJECC.org
Engaging programming for community members of all ages.

Please visit www.chabadpalisades.com for

 our upcoming services and events.

17315 Sunset Blvd  |  310-454-7783 

Kehillat Israel Reconstructionist 
Congregation of Pacific Palisades

A Welcoming Jewish Community for the Westside

RabbiAmyBernstein•RabbiMicahHyman
•CantorChayimFrenkel

Friday Night Shabbat Services: 7:00 PM

Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat Services:  

10:00AM/4:30PM
Early Childhood and 

Parenting Center: 424-214-7482

Jewish Experience Center: 310-459-1569

For a complete calendar please visit: www.ourKI.org

16019W.SunsetBlvd•310-459-2328

CHURCHES
Calvary Church of Pacific Palisades 

Sunday Worship Gathering 10:00am

701PalisadesDrive•PacificPalisades
Connect with us online and on our app:

www.calvarypalisades.org

Calvary Palisades App

Community United Methodist Church
Pastor Wayne B. Walters

Worship: Sundays, 10 a.m., Sunday School, Childcare

Weekly Children and Youth Programs for all ages

www.palisadesmethodist.org

Preschool—Enrollnow:310-454-4600
801ViadelaPaz•PacificPalisades•310-454-5529

Corpus Christi Catholic Church
Rev. Msgr. Liam Kidney, Pastor 

Reverend Larry Neumeier, Associate Pastor

MASSES 

Weekdays,8:00a.m.and5:30p.m.
Saturday,5:30p.m.(VigilMass)

Sunday,8:00a.m.,9:30a.m.,11:00a.m.and5:30p.m.
HolyDays,8:00a.m.,12noonand6:00p.m.

Confessions every day at 5:00 pm.

Sunday School, 9:30-10:30, ages 3-K

Elementary Religious Education, Mon. 3:30-5:00 p.m.

Adult Religious Education, RCIA, Tues. 7:15-9:00 p.m.

15100SunsetBlvd.•PacificPalisades•310-454-1328

Visitusat:corpuschristichurch.com

Joy of All Who Sorrow Orthodox Church  
Fr. John Tomasi, Rector

4145SepulvedaBlvd.,CulverCity,CA90230
Friday:Vespers6p.m.

Saturday:Matins7:00a.m.,DivineLiturgy8:30a.m., 
Vigil5p.m.

Sunday: Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.

For a complete listing of services see:  

www.joyofallwhosorrow.org

310-391-9911

Palisades Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Dr. Grace Park

10:00 a.m. - Sunday Morning Worship Service

(SundaySchoolandChildCareatWorshipService)
Preschool-Enrollnowat310-454-0737

For complete information 

and upcoming events see:  

www.palipres.org

15821SunsetBlvd.• 310-454-0366
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Case No.20SMCP00429

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Heather Kathryn Gabrielle Nott
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing name as follows:
Present Name:  
Heather Kathryn Gabrielle Nott
Proposed Name: 
Heather Kathryn Gabrielle Zahn-Brandt
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be grant-
ed. Any person objecting to the name 
change described above must file a 
written objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two court 
days before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: March 5, 2021, 8:30 a.m., Dept. K
The address of the court is 
1725 Main Street,
Santa Monica, CA 90401
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks  prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: 
PALISADIAN-POST.
Dated: December 7, 2020

SHERRI R. CARTER
Executive Officer/Clerk

December 24, December 31, 2020, 
January 7 and January 14, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF

GEORGE PETER 
jAMES CORONEOS

CASE NO. 20STPB10573
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of: George Peter james 
Coroneos A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by Michael Yasenchok in the 
Superior Court of California, County of 
LOS ANGELES.
The Petition for Probate requests that 
George Peter james Coroneos be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.

The Petition requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.
The Petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in 
this court on 01/28/2021 at 8:30am in 
Dept. 44. located at
111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, 90012
Notice of Telephonic Hearing Due to 
court closures, you may participate 
telephonically by scheduling with 
CourtCall at 1-888-882-6878. Please 
check the court’s website at www.lacourt.
com for information regarding closure to 
the public.
If you object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative appointed 
by the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or 
(2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 

any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.
Petitioner/Attorney for Petitioner: 
Rachel Spivack/ Michael Yasenchok
Telephone: 805-201-2557
Michael Yasenchok  
Law Office of Terri Hilliard, PC
600 Hampshire Road, Suite 211
Westlake Village, CA 91361

January 7, January 14,  January 21  
and January 28, 2021
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Case No.20SMCP00442

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
CHANEL ELIZABETH 
FREDLEE DECROW
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing name as follows:
Present Name:  
Chanel Elizabeth Fredlee Decrow
Proposed Name: 
Chanel Elizabeth Marie Martin
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be grant-
ed. Any person objecting to the name 
change described above must file a 
written objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two court 
days before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: March 5, 2021, 8:30 a.m., Dept. K
Room A203
The address of the court is 
1725 Main Street,
Santa Monica, CA 90401
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall 
be published at least once each week for 
four successive weeks  prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: 
PALISADIAN-POST.
Dated: December 16, 2020

SHERRI R. CARTER
Executive Officer/Clerk

January 14, January 21, January 28 
and February 4, 2021

REEL PALI

Palisades Connections 
to Film and TV

By SARAH SHMERLING
Editor-in-Chief

Former Palisadian Arnold Schwarzenegger has a 
featured role as himself in “Stallone: Frank, That 

Is,” which will offer a “look into the fascinating life, 
career and survival of the most unknown famous en-

tertainer in Hollywood,” according to a synopsis on 
IMDb.

The documentary dives into the life of Frank 
Stallone, whose music career spanned four decades, 
earning him three Platinum Albums, 10 Gold Albums 
and five Gold Singles. Frank is the younger brother 
of Sylvester Stallone, who will make an appearance 
in the film.

“Frank Stallone has seen it all. Frank Stallone 
has done it all,” the “Stallone” movie website reads. 
“But, who is Frank Stallone? You know the name, 
now discover the Grammy and Golden Globe nomi-
nated singer, songwriter, musician and actor who has 
been entertaining audiences for over 50 years, all the 
while living in a giant shadow.”

His movie soundtracks have included “Rocky I,” 
“II” and “III” and “Rambo II,” and he has appeared as 
an actor in more than 60 films and television shows.

“Stallone: Frank, That Is” tells the story of 
Frank’s life, through his own eyes and a plethora 
of other big names in Hollywood. The film, written 
and directed by Derek Wayne Johnson, will include 
appearances by Billy Dee Williams, Joe Mantegna, 
Frankie Avalon, Richie Sambora and more.

“It’s not easy, because you live in a shadow, and 
every time you get a great job, you know, people 
saw you probably got that because of your broth-

er,” Schwarzenegger shared in the film’s trailer. “He 
didn’t He got this because of his talent.

Executive produced by Ronald Zamber, the 
film’s music was done by Greg Sims.

The film has garnered several award nomina-

tions and wins, including Best Feature Documentary 
2020 at the 20th Beverly Hills Film Festival and an 
Honorable Mention award in the Santa Monica Inter-
national Film Festival.

“Stallone: Frank, That Is,” which was originally 
due out in 2019, is now slated to release on Tuesday, 
January 19. The film can be pre-ordered on iTunes.

Schwarzenegger in 
‘Stallone: Frank, That Is’

Photo courtesy of YouTube

The Palisadian-Post has wel-
comed a new intern, Karina Eid, 
to assist with stories and news-
room tasks.

My name is Karina Eid and I 
am a sophomore at Brent-

wood School, where I write ar-
ticles for the school newspaper, 
The Flyer. I have recently written 
about QAnon and COVID-19’s 
effects on small businesses. Being 
part of The Flyer team has been 
an amazing experience as I love to 
write and work alongside the oth-

er journalists. 
I also enjoy creative writing 

and recently attended the George-

town Creative Writing Academy, 
where I participated in workshops 
and listened to lectures held by 

various published authors. It was 
a terrific learning experience and 
expanded my interest in writing. I 
hope to pen a YA novel one day, 
in addition to pursuing my love of 
journalism. 

I also have a passion for help-

ing animals which led my friend 
and I to create a website selling 
handmade, pet-themed face masks 
this summer. As a result, we raised 
over $1,700 in support of Dawg 
Squad, an animal organization in 
Los Angeles. In light of our suc-

cess, my friend and I started a 
service club at Brentwood called 
Paws for a Cause where we con-

tinue raising awareness and mon-

ey for local animal organizations. 
I am also an avid golfer and 

a member of the Brentwood Golf 

Team. On weekends, I compete in 
SCPGA Jr. tournaments through-

out Southern California. 
However, the most important 

thing to know about me is that I 
am incredibly excited to intern at 
the Palisadian-Post. I am grateful 
for the opportunity and can not 
wait to start my internship.

Post Welcomes 
New Intern

Photo courtesy of Karina Eid

SAY HELLO TO

GET AT&T TV AND GET A YEAR

OF                       INCLUDED.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-310-857-2025

Call for details!

HBO Max auto-renews after 12-months at then prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo.), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select offer.

ASK HOW!

©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved.

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

THIS OFFER IS ONLY AVAILABLE WHEN YOU

CALL: 1-310-857-2726

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only.  Offer valid for 
new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, 
the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon 
Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. Prices subject to 
change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not refl ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses:
AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of 
Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, 
NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City 
of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), 
WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q420
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By STEVE GALLUZZO

Sports Editor

P alisadian Steve Markoff 
wears many hats but he add-

ed another feather in his cap with 
his new book “The Case Against 
George W. Bush,” which won a 
Best of Los Angeles Award for 
“Best Political Book of 2020.”

“It’s something to be proud 
of,” Markoff admitted. “This takes 
an incredible amount of work.”

Released in late October, the 
book chronicles the presidency of 
George W. Bush through almost 
600 quotes from over 90 authors 
and other sources, including Bush 
himself, former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, former Vice 

President Dick Cheney, former 
U.S. Senator Russ Feingold, for-
mer Secretary of State Condo-

leezza Rice, former Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, and 
journalists like Steve Coll, Craig 
Unger and Bob Woodward.

The book’s foreword is writ-
ten by Richard A. Clarke, a na-

tional security and counterterror-

ism expert under three presidents.
Markoff is donating 100 per-

cent of the royalties from the book 
to the nonprofit National Septem-

ber 11 Memorial and Museum in 
New York City.

“Money hasn’t been a moti-
vator, it’s more about providing 
some context and clarity because 
there are so many issues people 
can’t understand,” he said. “I’ve 

always been attracted to the law as 
it’s really logical. I’m one of those 
people who has the resources to 
put into these projects but I get an-

gry at just how difficult it is to get 
real data. Liberals and conserva-

tives look at the same information 
but come to different conclusions. 
You need to see both sides on an 
issue.”

Born in 1943, Markoff gradu-

ated from Los Angeles City Col-
lege with an Associate of Arts 
degree in 1964. He was in the pre-

cious metals and numismatic busi-
ness for 50 years (1954-2005).

He became chairman and 
CEO of A-Mark Financial Cor-
poration, a Santa Monica-based 
financial services company he 
founded in 1965 that was original-
ly named A-Mark Coin Company.

In 2004 he founded procon.
org, a 501(c)(3) public charity 
promoting critical thinking that as 
of December 31, 2019, had been 
or is being used by over 10,000 
schools in over 90 countries. The 
charity merged into Encyclopae-

dia Britannica in May.
Earlier this year, he launched 

secondamendment.org, a website 
that he designed to include many 
of the pieces of the puzzle that 
make up our individual rights to 
arms.

A meticulous researcher who 
knows how and where to get the 
facts, Markoff has been in busi-
ness since he was 6 years old and 
joined the ACLU in 1980. He 
made a solo parachute jump from 
2,800 feet in 1966 and was hon-

orably discharged from the Army 
in 1970.

He has twice made it into the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
for purchasing rare coin collec-

tions. He joined the Sports Car 
Club of America in 1977 and be-

gan racing Formula Fords. 
In 2013 he was inducted into 

the PNG Coin Dealers Hall of 
Fame. His hobbies include cars, 
archery, fly fishing, golf, ping 

pong, pool, scuba diving and, of 
course, reading. 

A modern-day renaissance 
man, Markoff has traveled the 
world extensively, exploring ev-

ery continent and visiting 105 
countries (his favorite places 
are India, Papa New Guinea and 
Antarctica) and last summer, he 
traveled around the North Pole in 
a Russian nuclear-powered ice-

breaker. He calls his wife of 33 
years Jadwiga—a retired Polish 
physician with a PhD in psycho-

pharmacology (how drugs affect 
the brain)—“a brilliant travel 
agent.” 

When they are not spanning 
the globe, Markoff and Jadwi-
ga are enjoying life in the Rustic 
Canyon area of the Palisades. He 
bought a house on Sunset across 
the street from the entrance to 
Will Rogers State Historic Park 
in 1980 after surveying the area 
from a bird’s eye view.

“I was living in Bel Air for 
a year when I rented a helicop-

ter and flew around West LA,” 
he recalled. “This whole area 
stands out like the Amazon. The 
next day, I left notes in people’s 
mailboxes. I got a call back from 
a woman two doors away whose 
mother was living here and she of-
fered to sell it for $950,000, which 
was a lot of money back then.” 

The gated property has plenty 
of tall trees and the couple have a 
variety of animals: 20 chickens, a 
guinea hen (an African bird with 
a head that, as Markoff described, 
“looks like it’s been crushed by a 
car”), two dogs (a bulldog Fred 
and a pit bull mix Sheila), and two 
cats, Sammy and Mimmy.

Markoff and Jadwiga also 
spend time at their log cabin in 
Bodfish in the southern Kern Riv-

er Valley. His three children all 
went to Palisades High School: 
Chris (50), a shrimp fisherman 
in San Diego; Thomas (31); and 
newlywed Emily (30), a teacher 
in the San Fernando Valley.

Markoff has published nu-

merous other articles and infor-
mational booklets, many dealing 
with various aspects of America’s 
drug policy. He is currently work-

ing on several other projects, in-

cluding “The ACLU’s First 100 
Years at the U.S. Supreme Court 
from 1920 to 2020,” a compen-

dium of more than 1,175 ACLU 
cases at the Supreme Court (to be 
released in two different stand-
alone formats in 2021) and “Of-
ficial Anti-Jewish Acts Through-

out History,” which he started 
researching in 2011 and hopes to 
have published by 2030.

“The Case Against George 
W. Bush” is available online at 
Barnes & Noble, Indiebound, 
Powells, Rare Bird and Amazon.
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Renaissance Man
Author Steve Markoff Wins 

Best of Los Angeles Award for 
“The Case Against George W. Bush”

Steve Markoff                Photo courtesy of Steve Markoff “The Case Against George W. Bush”
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REAL ESTATE

RENTALS  _______________________________

UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS      2c_______________________________

 PET FRIENDLY
LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION! 

BEST PALISADES 
NEIGHBORHOOD! LIGHT & AIRY ! 
QUIET (not on Sunset) 1BD/1BA near 

Palisades Village, local Restaurants, 
Temescal Cyn, Beaches SM Mtns 
Hiking Trails, and a stone’s throw 

distance from Gelson’s Market - & easy 
walking distance to Rick Caruso’s new 

PALISADES VILLAGE. 
$2600/ mo & Sec. Dep. 

SPECIAL OFFER: 3rd Month FREE ! 
Call JEFF for Details: (310) 573 - 0150_______________________________

OFFICE/STORE RENTALS              3c_______________________________

860 VDP Office Spaces Available 
starting as low as $1450/month! 

Located at 860 Via De La Paz in the 
stunning city of Pacific Palisades 
offering top-notch office units for 
business. With additional storage 

available starting as low as $50/month! 
Available NOW! Professionally owned 

and operated by Optimus Property 
Management with COVID-19 

safety measures in place. 
Call 310-358-7901 or email 

felicia@optimuspropertiesllc.com_______________________________

SERVICES OFFERED

BUSINESS SERVICES
_______________________________

BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING 7b _______________________________

Bill Pay – Payroll - Paperless Filing 
System- Personal, Business, Financial 

Mgmt. & System Set-Up, inc. Prep 
for Divorce, Investment Real Estate 

Accounting, Tax Returns
984 Monument St. #102  

Namaste Resources, 310-463-1733_______________________________

EXPERT QuickBooks Pro 
Bookkeeper/Advisor

Business and Personal Files Creation, 
Customization, Correction, 
Bookkeeping and Tax Prep.  
Private Instruction Available 

(310) 454-1675_______________________________

COMPUTER SERVICES                 7c _______________________________

MARIE'S MAC & PC OUTCALL
       I CAN HELP YOU IN YOUR 

HOME OR OFFICE WITH:
• Consultation on best hard/soft-

ware for your needs
• Setting up & configuring your 

system & applications
• Teaching you how to use your 

Mac or PC
• Upgrades: Mac OS & Windows
• Internet: DSL, Wireless, E-Mail, 

Remote Access
• MS Office, Quicken, iWorks, 

Social Media App
• Networking, File Sharing, Data 

Backup
• iPhone/SmartPhone, iPad, Apple 

TV, Digital Camera, Scanner, 
DVD Burning

FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL –
BEST RATES (310) 262-5652_______________________________

EXPERT COMPUTER HELP
• On-site service-no travel charge
• Help design, buy and install your 

system 
• One-on-one training, hard & 

software
• Troubleshooting, Mac &  

Windows, organizing
• Installations & upgrades ,  

Wireless networking
• Digital phones, photo, music, 

Internet

Serving the Palisades, 
Santa Monica & Brentwood

DEVIN FRANK, (310) 499-7000_______________________________

* YOUR OWN TECH GURU *

• Expert Setup, Optimization, Repair 

• Make Your Aging Computer Faster! 

• Increase Security and Reliability! 

• Avoid Downtime, Work Smarter! 

• If I Can't Help - NO CHARGE! 

  Problem-Free Computing since 1992
       ALAN PERLA (310) 455-2000 _______________________________

DOMESTIC SERVICES
_______________________________

HOUSEKEEPERS                           9a _______________________________

EXCELLENT HOUSEKEEPER 
AVAILABLE NOW!

4 days per week, full-time: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

Please call me directly at: 
(310) 492-1270 -Janet Morales _______________________________

CAREGIVERS
_______________________________

ELDER CARE/COMPANIONS   10a_______________________________

American Red Cross Assistant Nurse/
Caregiver. 13 years experience, clean 

record, good recommendations, mobile, 
with many skills. Call Carlos: 

(213) 598-5610 _______________________________

By QUINN EVERLY WEINGARTEN
Contributing Writer

The Palisadian-Post is running a selection of 
winning pieces from the 2020 Pacific Palisades Library 
Association’s Summer Creative Writing Contest, which 
featured the theme “Surprise Us!” The following piece 
was penned by Quinn Everly Weingarten, who was 
awarded second place in the Scribblers category (grades 
one and two).

There was a girl named Bella, and she was very 
sad in her life. She didn’t have any birthdays, her mom 
and dad didn’t buy her presents, and she never got sur-
prised. She had been waiting all these years for a gift. 

Then, when she was eleven, her mom and dad said, “We 
have a surprise for you.” She ran downstairs as fast as 
she could. And then, her mom and dad gave her a box. 
She was really disappointed because she thought it was 
just something to use to organize her school supplies 
or her clothes. And then, she opened the box and there 
was a little, little blonde puppy. Ruff! Ruff-ruff! Bella 
screamed as loud as she could. She asked her mom and 
dad, “Is this real? Is this our puppy?” They said, “No, it 
is not our puppy.” Bella looked so disappointed. Then 
her parents said, “It’s not our puppy. It is YOUR PUP-

PY!” Bella screamed and smiled. She looked at her new 
dog and said, “You are my little sunshine. That’s what I 
will name you. Sunshine!” Bella realized that one sur-
prise is all she ever needed.

Summer Creative 
Writing Contest 2020: 

‘Bella Gets Surprised’

SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTIONS 

SERVICES

_______________________________

TUTORS                                      15e_______________________________

Tutoring for Math and Sciences.
Available to provide tutoring in math, 
physics, and chemistry for high school 
and college students, as well as for all 
courses in an Electrical Engineering 

curriculum. Results guaranteed. 
Please contact me at mkouy@yahoo.

com or call 310-713-3015._______________________________

BUILDING & 

CONSTRUCTION
_______________________________

CONSTRUCTION                     16d_______________________________

CENTURY CUSTOM HARDWOOD 
FLOOR INC.

Installation, Refinishing, Custom 
Staining, Peg &

Groove, and Reclaimed Wood 
Restoration. Lic. #813778.

http://www.centurycustomhardwood
floorinc.com.

centuryfloor@gmail.com • 1 (800) 
608-6007 • 1 (818) 764-0300

_______________________________

HANDYMAN                            16o_______________________________

LOCAL RESIDENT, 
LOCAL CLIENTELE

Make a list, call me. I specialize
in repairing, replacing all those little

nuisances. Not licensed; fully insured;
always on time. 1 Call, 1 Guy: 

Marty, (310) 459-2692_______________________________

MobileHelp Duo Annual Plan

Includes:
1 FREE Month
FREE Shipping
FREE Lockbox
2 FREE Help Buttons 

Call for a FREE Brochure!

1-424-610-9658

Sign Up Today!
www.PaliPost.com

subscriptions@palipost.com

(310) 454-1321

To receive FREE 
up-to-the-minute breaking 
news email alerts, sign up 

on our Web site now!

ARTICLE PLAQUE REPRINTS

· great keepsakes
· awesome gifts

(310) 454-1321

SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY!

WWW.PALIPOST.COM

310.454.1321
or visit
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To submit a candidate for the Home Spotlight, send an email 
to info@palipost.com with the subject line: Home Spotlight.

Enter sophistication; a two-story foyer with a wall of 
limestone, skylights and a floating wood tread, glass rail 

staircase. Great room with gorgeous city views, a full bar, 
granite fireplace and a powder room that leads out to the rear 
pool/spa area. Multi-sliding doors open to an entertainment 
front view patio. Gourmet, modern chef's kitchen with a large 
island and a butcher block seating area that is open to formal 
dining space and nook area. Lower level has a state-of-the-art 
large home theater, a climatized wine cellar and tasting area, 
a work out room with sauna and bathroom, a guest suite and 
a large laundry room. An oversized 3-car garage and ample 
storage completes this level. Take the 4-stop elevator to the 
3rd level and hold your jaw from dropping at the panoramic 
view, A Master suite with large steam shower plus 3 bedrooms 
and an executive office complete this level. The rooftop deck 
has views from the Getty museum to Catalina Island.

A Warm Modern View
in the Upper Rivera

address: 1635 Casale Rd, Pacific Palisades, CA 90402
Price: $$17,000,000
contact: Eric Knight, DRE #00977963

Phone: 310.230.3700
eMail: ericknight@bhhscal.com

Most Recommended Westside Team

ANTHONY MARGULEAS

310.293.9280 Anthony@AmalfiEstates.com AmalfiEstates.com DRE#01173073

Nearly $2 Billion in Homes Sold  |  Wall Street Journal’s Top 25 teams in the country

PROPERTIES

5000 SQFT NEAR SILVER STRAND
$3,500,000  |  135voyagemall.com

NEW MODERN FARMHOUSE
$4,399,900  |  920Laspulgasroad.com

SPANISH CONTEMPORARY
$3,749,000  |  740ElMedio.com

CUSTOM FINISHES WITH AMAZING VIEWS
$1,560,000  |  17366sunset202.com

STUNNING MID-CENTURY MODERN
$19,750/mo  |  1314Goucher.com

FRENCH COUNTRY GEM
$5,950,000  |  820Toyopa.com

FOR LEASE SOLD

REDUCED

Since 2015, by giving 10% of our commision to charity,

we have helped 17 KIDS with terminal or very serious illnesses with wishes.



By MICHAEL EDLEN
Special to the Palisadian-Post

As of December 31, 2020, 75 
single-family Palisades res-

idences were listed in the Multi-
ple Listing Service. This current 
level of inventory is 14% high-

er than last year’s December 31 
available inventory (66).

A total of 251 homes were 
sold in the Palisades in 2020, 
which is 19% higher than last 
year. 

Median sale prices were up 
by 6% over 2019. The median list 
price is at $5.95 million, which is 
up by 7% from the same period 
last year. There are currently 37 
escrows open in the Palisades, 
which is an increase of 131% 

from last year at this time.
The lowest-priced residence 

available is a two-bedroom, two-
bath home on Sunset, which is 
listed at $1,495,000. The high-

est-priced available property is 
an eight-bedroom, 14-bathroom 
on Corona Del Mar listed at $34 
million.

The most affordable areas 
in 2020 were Lower Marquez/
Bel Air Bay and the Highlands. 
The Riviera and Huntington Pal-
isades continue to have the high-

est median average sales prices. 
The Riviera and Upper El Medio/
Bienveneda areas currently have 
the largest number of homes for 
sale in the Palisades. 

The lowest sale price for 
2020 was on Avenida de Santa 

Ynez ($1.45 million). The high-

est home sale in 2020 was a new-

ly built home on Chautauqua, 
which sold for $24 million. 

There are 24 condominiums/
townhouses on the market, which 
is up 9% over last year’s avail-
able inventory. They range from 
a one-bedroom, one-bath on 
Sunset being offered at $639,000 
to a five-bedroom, six-bath on 
Tramonto Drive being offered at 
$4,955,000.

Sixty-eight condominiums 
were sold in the Palisades in 
2020 (down 10%), ranging from 
a one-bedroom, one-bath on Sun-

set, which sold for $605,000, to 
a two-bedroom, three-bath on 
Sunset, which sold for $3.5 mil-
lion. The median sales price for 
condos at the end of 2020 was 
$1,146,000, which is a 2% in-

crease from the end of 2019. 
There are currently six piec-

es of raw land available, ranging 
from $799,000 for 1.8 acres on 
Calle Bellavista to $11.9 million 
for nearly one acre on Sunset. 
Five land sales took place in 2020, 
ranging from a 42,000-square-
foot lot on Posetano, which sold 
for $545,000, to a 1.5-acre hill-
side lot on Marquette, which sold 
for $8.25 million.

There are currently 58 leas-

es in the Palisades, starting at 
$3,550 per month for a two-bed-

room, two-bathroom condo on 
Sunset, and asking as high as 
$75,000 per month for a five-bed-

room, six-bath house on Corona 
Del Mar.

There were 223 Palisades 
leases (12% fewer than last 
year) done in 2020, ranging 
from a one-bedroom, one-bath-

room condo on Sunset, which 
leased for $2,800 per month, to 
a six-bedroom, six-bath home on 
Corona Del Mar, which leased 
for $90,000 per month.

Michael Edlen, an agent with 
Coldwell Banker, has been keep-
ing statistics of Pacific Palisades 
housing prices for the last 35 
years.

By MICHAEL EDLEN
Special to the Palisadian-Post

We have arrived at that point 
in time when we take a 

look back and ponder about the 
future of Pacific Palisades real 
estate. Though fully aware of the 
bizarre path the world has taken 
since March, this has been an as-

tounding year in real estate.
Our profession has had to 

make a series of major adjust-
ments in how we perform our 
work. It took several weeks to 
learn what was needed to remain 
safe, provide services within a 
framework that was evolving 
rapidly, and utilize technology to 
help accomplish the many activi-
ties and functions required of us.

Open houses are not possible 
during a pandemic, face-to-face 
meetings are much more difficult 
to arrange and coordinate safe-

ly, and the processing of escrow 
actions has been challenging to 
complete in a timely fashion.

Despite all of the hurdles in 
the world, we have just closed the 
books on an extraordinary year of 
buyers and sellers achieving their 
goals. Because interest rates have 
been reduced more than 12 times 
during last year, an increasing 
number of buyers have been able 
to succeed in purchasing a home. 
Correspondingly, more sellers 
have been able to sell their homes 
at record new highs.

Indeed, the buying pressure 
that began in earnest by June 
has resulted in a classic “seller’s 
market” environment, wherein an 

increasing number of buyers are 
entering the market at the same 
time that the number of homes 
available for purchase has de-

clined steadily.
The net effect, as we begin 

the new year, is that median sale 
prices are higher by about 7%, 
with about four months of inven-

tory at the current rate of sales. 
Another indication that, at least as 
of December, we have been in a 
strong seller’s market is that 40% 
of the Palisades homes sold over 
the last several months have had 
multiple offers and sold at full 
price or higher, and went into es-

crow within two weeks of being 
on the market.

So what does our crystal ball 
say about 2021? Let’s make a 
few assumptions: Interest rates 
are going to remain near historic 
lows for at least six months, the 
pandemic environment will be 
lessening both actually and psy-

chologically, and there will not be 
a large increase in the number of 
Palisades owners who will choose 
to sell soon.

Given that set of assumptions, 
it is logical to conclude that the 
increasing number of buyers who 
can still afford the higher prices 
here will be paying somewhat 
more than what the prices were 
on average over the last several 
months. 

As prices do continue to in-

crease, however, we might an-

ticipate that the rate of increases 
will steadily slow down as the 
year progresses. Perhaps over the 
course of the entire year we may 

see 5% appreciation rates on av-

erage.
Sellers of homes above the 

median level, which is now about 
$3.5 million, may find that the 
market slows down sooner. This 
is of particular concern because 
at the current rate of sales there 
is more than a year of inventory 
of homes available in the higher 
price ranges.

Obviously, that look at the 
crystal ball could easily be altered 
by any number of events, as this 
past year has shown. The market 
would be impacted by an unex-

pected increase in interest rates, 
which might occur if the econo-

my shows stronger signs by mid-
year.

It would also be affected if 
there is a slowdown in the rate of 
new buyers trying to purchase a 
home here. Conversely, the mar-
ket might react due to an increase 
in the number of people putting 
their homes on the market to ben-

efit from the all-time-high value 
of their home or perhaps to relo-

cate to a more tax-friendly state.
The value of a home is always 

determined on an individual ba-

sis. Homes in different neighbor-
hoods and varying price ranges 
have their own uniqueness.

Before deciding whether the 
time is right to sell or purchase a 
home, many other factors need to 
be considered, especially in times 
of great uncertainty such as the 
present.

Michael Edlen is available 
for no-cost and no-obligation 
consultations about real estate 
related issues and decisions. He 
can be reached at 310-600-7422 
or michael@edlenteam.com.
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Crystal Ball Gazing
Neighborhood by 
Neighborhood: 
2020 in Review

Helping senior clients take the 
next big step 

The Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

designation gives me the knowledge and

expertise to guide homebuyers and sellers

over the age of 50 though major financial

and lifestyle transitions.

More info: seniorsresources.realtor
310.230.7377

RANDY FREEMAN

310.230.3719
310.420.9242 (cell)

randyfreeman@bhhscal.com
www.randyfreeman4realestate.com
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

2011 Top 100 Agents in Region

Serving Pacific Palisades/Westside since 1991 DRE #01088639

REPRESENTING EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE & THEIR HOMES

 FDA-cleared laser treatment to reverse gum 
  disease & save failing teeth and implants 

 Dynamic Navigational Implant Surgery 

 Naturally enhanced healing using patient’s 
  own stem cells

Dr. Max Moncayo
Palisades Surgical Arts

Ph. 310.459.0014 
www.palisurgicalarts.com

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

881 Alma Real Drive, Suites T2  + T4 

Pacific Palisades, California 90272

Neighborhood by Neighborhood: 2020 In Review
January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020

area
# hoMes
in area

# sold 
Ytd

Median sold 
Price

lowest 
Price sold 

Ytd

highest 
Price sold 

Ytd

# on 
Market

# in
escrow

Riviera 655 20 $7,005,000 $4,050,000 $14,000,000 10 2

Rustic Canyon/
Will Rogers 318 6 $6,350,000 $3,500,000 $9,250,000 3 1

Huntington 493 11 $6,626,000 $2,510,000 $24,000,000 9 5

Alphabets 881 28 $3,512,000 $2,175,000 $7,200,000 6 4

Above
Alphabets 365 8 $3,645,000 $2,900,000 $9,650,000 3 1

South of Village 662 26 $3,080,000 $1,560,000 $8,225,000 9 4

El Medio Bluffs 748 28 $3,120,000 $1,550,000 $8,250,000 3 3

El Medio to 
Upper Marquez/

Bienveneda
1427 50 $2,922,000 $1,728,000 $12,300,000 13 10

Lower Marquez/
BABC

339 16 $2,197,000 $1,495,000 $4,200,000 4 0

Highlands 742 37 $2,287,000 $1,450,000 $5,100,000 6 6

Castellammare/
Paseo Miramar 392 13 $3,220,000 $1,925,000 $8,190,000 6 0

Sunset Mesa/
Pacific View 

Estates
574 6 $2,865,000 $1,945,000 $5,700,000 0 1

Sign Up Today!
www.PaliPost.com

subscriptions@palipost.com

(310) 454-1321

To receive FREE up-to-the-minute 
breaking news email alerts, sign 

up on our Web site now!

Call 310.454.1321

or visit www.PaliPost.com

SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY!



By LILY TINOCO
Reporter

Private homebuilding company 
ETCO Homes—which focuses 

on boutique urban infill condomini-
um development—in collaboration 
with Taylor Morrison, recently 
commemorated the opening of the 
new community One Coast here in 
Pacific Palisades. 

One Coast comprises 53 ocean-

front townhomes and single-level 
flats in a gated community along 
the coast. 

Bree Long, senior vice pres-

ident of etco HOMES sales and 

marketing, caught up with the Pali-
sadian-Post to offer updates on the 
premier coastal community.

Long said the first phase of 
homes were slated to be deliv-

erable by December, and will be 
closing this month. The first phase 
of homeowners will be moving in 
by the end of this month, “which is 
super exciting,” Long said.  

The second phase of homes 
located on upper Tramonto Drive 
will likely be available for move-
in late spring or early summer of 
this year. 

Long said there has been a re-

newed interest in the project in the 
last 90 days. 

“I have been really thrilled …  
to see the renewed interest in the 
project, it speaks volumes of the 
mindset of the buyers,” she said. 
“And we’re achieving our aim in 
really educating the market on 
this pioneering project in Pacific 
Palisades that hasn’t been seen, 
nothing like this has been seen in 
the last 30 to 40 years in this neigh-

borhood. 
“I think brokers are starting to 

see that, and so are buyers.”
Long said there was a profound 

shift in the marketplace following 
the holidays and the announce-

ment of the available COVID-19 
vaccines, and phones have been 
ringing “off the hook” since late 
December. 

“A lot of buyers returned that 
had previously visited us to get a 
sense of what One Coast was about, 
then went off to look at other avail-
able options on the marketplace, 
only to return to One Coast,” Long 
said. “To realize we actually have a 
really special product here … and 
they’re coming back with a real 
seriousness in their home search.”

She said One Coast continues 
to see buyers who are coming from 
other markets, the East Coast, and 
various markets in the country, 
seeking a secondary home on the 
Coast. 

“The psychology of the buyers 
market really shifted in those 90 
days,” Long said to the Post. “We 
have folks that didn’t have to move 
out of necessity that are now con-

templating what their options are 
in the New Year… so that’s really 
positive for us.”

Page 15Palisadian-PostJanuary 14, 2021

@ B H H S C A L I F O R N I A

©
 2

02
1 

Be
rk

sh
ire

 H
at

ha
w

ay
 H

om
eS

er
vi

ce
s C

al
ifo

rn
ia

 P
ro

pe
rt

ie
s (

BH
H

SC
P)

 is
 a

 m
em

be
r o

f t
he

 fr
an

ch
is

e 
sy

st
em

 o
f B

H
H

 A
ffi

lia
te

s L
LC

. B
H

H
S 

an
d 

th
e 

BH
H

S 
sy

m
bo

l a
re

 re
gi

st
er

ed
 se

rv
ic

e 
m

ar
ks

 o
f C

ol
um

bi
a 

In
su

ra
nc

e 
Co

m
pa

ny
, a

 B
er

ks
hi

re
 H

at
ha

w
ay

 a
ffi

lia
te

. B
H

H
 A

ffi
lia

te
s L

LC
 a

nd
 B

H
H

SC
P 

do
 n

ot
 g

ua
ra

nt
ee

 
ac

cu
ra

cy
 o

f a
ll 

da
ta

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

, c
on

di
tio

ns
, a

nd
 fe

at
ur

es
 o

f p
ro

pe
rt

y.
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
is

 o
bt

ai
ne

d 
fr

om
 v

ar
io

us
 so

ur
ce

s a
nd

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

ve
rifi

ed
 b

y 
br

ok
er

 o
r M

LS
. B

uy
er

 is
 a

dv
is

ed
 to

 in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 v
er

ify
 th

e 
ac

cu
ra

cy
 o

f t
ha

t i
nf

or
m

at
io

n.

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR TODAY

at bhhscalifornia.com

1037 ILIFF ST, PACIFIC PALISADES

6BD/4½BA  •  $4,250,000 

John Closson, 310.230.3704 

LIC# 00918585

16855 GLYNN DR, PACIFIC PALISADES

5BD/4½BA  •  $4,279,000 

Brett Duffy, 310.230.3716 

LIC# 01241284

603 OCEAN AVE #3N, SANTA MONICA

2BD/2½BA  •  $5,995,000 

Karen Parcell, 310.230.3766 

LIC# 01723411

14960ALTATA.COM, PACIFIC PALISADES

4BD/4½BA  •  $7,495,000 

Cherie Peters, 310.254.5454 

LIC# 02041243

1635 CASALE RD, PACIFIC PALISADES

6BD/9BA  •  $17,000,000 

Eric Knight, 310.230.3743 

LIC# 00977963

334SOUTHBURLINGAME.COM, BRNTWD

6BD/11BA  •  $36,500,000 

Elisabeth Halsted, 310.820.9340 

LIC# 01434953

Simon Beardmore

(In Progress—waiting for approval)

By ANTHONY MARGULEAS
Special to the Palisadian-Post

A contingency sale is where a 
buyer will make their purchase 

offer contingent on selling their 
home. With the current real estate 
shift from a sellers’ market to a buy-

ers’ market, we are beginning to see 
a lot more contingency sale offers.

A recent survey by Redfin noted 
that there was a 7.1% increase on the 
number of contingency sales offers 
from one year ago. This will cause 
escrow periods and the days a home 
is on the market to increase.

There are many complexities to 
properly do contingency sales, so 
it is important your agent is expe-

rienced and that they have done at 
least 50 of them. 

Now that buyers have more 
leverage, they are better positioned 
to ask a seller for a contingency 
sale. In the past, when the market 
was a clear seller’s market, a buyer 
would just take the chance that they 
could get a bridge loan or carry two 
mortgages while they were trying to 
sell their existing home. Now those 
same buyers are not as willing to 
take that chance.

It is not uncommon to have a 
couple contingency sales linked to-

gether. For example, if you are sell-
ing a house and your buyer needs to 
sell their own home and the buyer 
of your buyer’s home need to sell 
their home, and on and on. It can get 
a little complex if a buyer a couple 
levels down the chain cancels es-

crow; it can have a domino effect 
all the way up the chain.

There are three major clauses in 
the contingency sale form. The first 
is the length of time for the contin-

gency sale. This is usually tied to 
the escrow period that is in the pur-
chase contract for the seller’s home, 
around 60 or 90 days depending if 
the buyer’s home is currently on the 
market. 

The second main contingency 
is how many days the buyer has to 
get their home they are selling in 
escrow. The default in the contract 
is 17 days but this also depends if 
the buyer’s home is on the market. If 
it is not yet on the market, an agent 
may put 30 to 45 days.

If the buyer is not able to get 
their home in escrow by the specif-
ic time period, the seller is able to 
give a notice for buyer to perform 
to remove that contingency. Also, 
if the buyer does get their home in 
escrow and then their buyer cancels, 
that does give the seller the option 

of cancelling escrow as well. 
The third major clause of the 

contingency sale form is the delayed 
right to notify for backup offers. 
What this means is if you are in es-

crow with a contingency sale buyer, 
the seller still has the right to take 
back up offers.

Once they accept a backup of-
fer, they can then force the buyer 
to remove that sale of their home 
contingency. Buyer can request that 
seller has a 17-day delayed right to 
notify the buyer that they have ac-

cepted a backup offer.
Another more aggressive ap-

proach is that the buyer asks the sell-
er to not be able to notify the buyer 
if they get a backup offer for the 
entire term of the agreement, which 
is rarely used for obvious reasons.

Make sure you hire an agent 
who is experienced in doing con-

tingency sales.

Anthony Marguleas runs the 
Marguleas Team of Amalfi Estates 
that has sold over $1 billion in prop-
erties and was selected by the WSJ 
as one of the top 60 agents in the 
country out of one million agents. 
Marguleas can be reached on his 
cell at 310-293-9280 or anthony@
amalfiestates.com.

The Emergence of 
Contingency Sales

Photo courtesy of Amalfi Estates

ETCO Homes Welcomes 
Homeowners This Month, Updates

A look at One Coast           Photos courtesy of jason Speth



tell us a bit about your child-

hood — where did you grow up? 

any hobbies or interests?

garrett: My family moved 
to the Palisades from London in 
1973 when my father took the po-

sition of Deputy Director of the J 
Paul Getty Museum.  My father 
had been Getty’s architectural 
consultant on the building of The 
Villa and during that time Getty’s 
health had declined. The Villa was 
due to open in January of 1974 and 
Getty asked my father if he would 
move to Los Angeles and run the 
museum for two years while he re-

covered. Getty’s health never im-

proved and sadly he passed away 
in 1976 at which point the board 
asked my father to become Direc-

tor. I had been attending the Lycée 
on Marquez and then moved to St. 
Matthew’s. Some of my fondest 
memories are from St. Matthew’s 
but also Junior Lifeguards, AYSO 
soccer, Palisades Little League, the 
Hobby Shop on Via, St Matthew’s 
Day Camp and the beach. Having 
spent the first eight years of my life 
in London, Pacific Palisades with 
the sun, the ocean and the backdrop 
of the Santa Monica Mountains 
seemed like heaven. 

What was your first job? 
garrett: I was a runner at 

Mort’s on Swarthmore. 

what inspired you to enter 

the world of real estate?  

garrett: It was 1994 and I was 
one of the managers at Toscana 
in Brentwood. I was looking for 
a change and Fran Flanagan, the 

mother of one of my best friends, 
was managing the Jon Douglas 
office around the corner from To-

scana. Fran planted the seed and I 
got my license and went to work 
in her office. A few years later I 
moved to John Aaroe in the Brent-
wood Gardens building before 
joining Sotheby’s in the Palisades. 
In 2007, I moved to Mammoth and 
I am currently with Mammoth Re-

alty Group. 

what elements of your past 

have helped you in real estate? 

garrett: I feel that being the 

daughter of an architect has been 
very helpful. I traveled a lot with 
my father and he would always talk 
about the architecture of the coun-

tries and cities we visited. This 
love of architecture sunk in. I spent 
a number of years as an architectur-
al photographer and that taught me 
a lot about space and light. 

do you represent homes in 

any areas other than Mammoth?  

garrett: Yes, in addition to 
Mammoth I represent clients and 
properties in June Lake and Crow-

ley Lake. 

tell us about one of your fa-

vorite current listings. 

garrett: Inventory is really 
low at the moment, 14 houses and 
26 condos, and any new listing 
that is properly priced is selling 
quickly.

what advice do you have for 

first-time Mammoth home buy-

ers?  

garrett: There have been 
lots of new buyers in the last nine 
months because of the pandem-

ic and the fact that Mammoth is 
a lovely place to be if you have 
to stay-at-home. If you are plan-

ning on getting a loan it is wise to 

have that lined up before starting 
to look at property. A few things 
I encourage clients to take into 
consideration when purchasing 
are getting to know the different 
neighborhoods, where the closest 
shuttle stop is, how much sun the 
property gets and will you have 
any natural light if there is 15 feet 
of snow on the ground. I would be 
happy to help with any of these or 
the myriad other things one should 
take into consideration when buy-

ing property in the Eastern Sierra. 

what are some of the current 

trends in real estate?  

garrett: Until March of 2019 
the majority of buyers were look-

ing for an investment, AirBnB 
type, property but since the start 
of the Coronavirus we have seen 
a shift. Since March of last year 
most buyers are looking for a place 
for themselves, somewhere where 
they and their family can escape 
from the city. This has meant a 
drop in inventory and a steady rise 
in prices. 

what do you do for fun when 

you are not working?  

garrett: There is so much fun 
to be had in the Eastern Sierra. I 
love to ski (alpine, x-country and 
backcountry) and snowshoe in the 
winter but I have come to love 
the summer activities even more. 
I moved to Mammoth for skiing 
but the summers have captured 
my heart. Once the snow melts, I 
get out on my road and mountain 
bikes, hike almost daily, paddle-

board and backpack. There is also 
incredible fishing and Mammoth 
has two golf courses. There really 
are not enough hours in the day for 
all the fun!

If you have any questions about 
real estate in Mammoth please give 
me a call (310) 795-9161. To see 
all of the current listings in Mam-
moth, June and Crowley visit www.
RebeccaGarrett.com
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British-born and with plenty 
fond memories of Pacific Palisades, 
Rebecca Garrett is now helping 
clients find their dream home in 
Mammoth Lakes, June Lake and 
Crowley Lake with Mammoth 
Realty Group. 

Rebecca Garrett

© Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon as such. This offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes including price 
or withdrawal without notice. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.  Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not 
employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.  SIR DRE License Number: 899496.  DRE: Enzo Ricciardelli 1097604 | Barbara Boyle 1259141 | Alexandra Pfeifer 01743378 | James Respondek 713972  | Margaux Glaser  02015030 | Joe Cilic 1421044 | Robin Walpert 123711 | Paula Ross Jones 1157578 | Caitlin Colvin 1949286  | Mary David 00934384 | Layla Bodet 01441370

Pacific Palisades Brokerage | 15308 Sunset Boulevard, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 | Santa Monica / Venice Brokerage 2216 Main Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 | 310.454.0080 

Culver City | ColonialAve.com

4BD/3BA | $1,999,000

Joe Cilic 310.925.1402

Brentwood | 2652WestridgeRoad.com

5BD/7BA | $5,150,000

James Respondek | 310.488.4400

Brentwood | 1943Westridge.com

4BD/5BA | $4,200,000

Paula Ross Jones 310.880.9750

Malibu | 20436PacificCoastHighway.com

2BD/2.5BA | $2,195,000

Alexandra Pfeifer 310.650.3540

Brentwood | 11314GladwinStreet.com

3BD/3BA | $2,188,000

Caitlin Colvin 310. 210.3639

Bel Air| 10225Scenario.com

4BD/3.5BA | $2,399,000

Layla Bodet 949.922.2782

NEW L IST ING

Pacific Palisades | 629FroteraDrive.com

5BD/2BA/5HBA | $9,000,000

Mary David 310.433.8862

Pacific Palisades | BienvenedaAve1466.com

6BD/7.5BA | $8,900,000

Barbara Boyle 310.255.5403

Venice | 230LinnieCanal.com

6BD/8BA | $5,295,000

Margaux Glaser | Robin Walpert 310.600.7116 |

Sunset Strip | HollywoodFortress.com

4BD/4BA | $7,500,000

Enzo Ricciardelli 310.255.5467

NEW L IST INGNEW L IST ING NEW L IST ING

Rebecca Garrett   Photos courtesy of Rebecca Garrett

Garrett attending St. Matthew's in the Palisades, 1975 

Garrett (right) and her brother 
Jason at Le Lycée Français De 
Los Angeles School on  
Marquez, 1973  


